
Okanogan Family Faire 

Cottage Food Permit Grant Program 

Official Guidelines for Applicants 

Program Overview 
The Okanogan Family Faire Cottage Food Permit Grant Program provides financial 
assistance to help local food producers obtain a Washington State Cottage Food Permit. 
This program will support up to three (3) vendors by reimbursing qualifying permit-
related costs. 

Grant Details 

Reimbursement Amount 
Selected applicants will be reimbursed up to $415 per vendor for the following permit-
related expenses: 

 Washington State Cottage Food Permit application fee: $355 
 Food Handler's Card: $10 
 Business License fee: $50 

Important: Reimbursement Process 
This is a REIMBURSEMENT-ONLY grant. No funds will be issued in advance. 

 You must pay for all licensing fees directly 
 Reimbursement will be issued only after you provide proof of payment AND proof of 

permit approval 
 Keep all receipts and documentation 

Eligibility Requirements 
To qualify for this grant, applicants must meet ALL of the following requirements: 

☐ Be a current OR new Okanogan Family Faire vendor 

☐ Commit to vending at Spring Faire and/or Fall Faire 

☐ Successfully complete the full Washington State Cottage Food Permit process 

☐ Provide proof of permit approval and itemized receipts for all fees 

☐ Comply with all applicable food safety regulations during the event 



☐ Products must be allowed under Washington State Cottage Food Law (shelf-
stable, non-potentially hazardous) 

Selection Criteria 
Applications will be evaluated based on the following priority criteria: 

1. Faire History 

 Priority given to returning Faire vendors  

2. Locality 

 Priority given to local Okanogan County or regional applicants 

3. Ingredient Sourcing 

 Priority given to producers using local and/or organic ingredients 

Application Process 

Step 1: Submit Application 
Complete the Cottage Food Permit Grant Application form (available online) 

 Application deadline will be announced for each Faire season 
 Applications will be reviewed by the Vision Committee 

Step 2: Notification 
 Selected applicants will be notified via email the first week of March 
 Up to 3 applicants will be selected  

Step 3: Complete Permit Process 
 Obtain Washington State Cottage Food Permit on your own 
 Pay all fees directly (application, food handler card, business license) 
 Keep all receipts and documentation 

Step 4: Submit for Reimbursement 
Once your permit is approved, submit the following to receive reimbursement: 

 Copy of approved Washington State Cottage Food Permit 
 Itemized receipts for application fee, food handler card, and business license 

Step 5: Receive Reimbursement 
 Reimbursement will be issued within 30 days of submitting complete documentation 
 Payment method will be confirmed upon selection 

Important Timeline 
Selected applicants must complete the Cottage Food permitting process BEFORE the 
Spring Faire if selected for Spring funding.  



Note: The Washington State Cottage Food permit process can take 6 weeks or more. 
Plan accordingly and start early! It is a tight turn around and you will still receive 
reimbursement if you do not get approval in time for Spring Faire.  

Program Benefits & Mission 
This grant program is designed to: 

 Reduce financial barriers for small-scale local food producers 
 Support food sovereignty and resilient local food systems 
 Strengthen collaboration with the Okanogan County Health Department 
 Encourage full compliance with Washington State health regulations 
 Grow the presence of permitted cottage food vendors at the Faire 
 Enhance food safety, transparency, and trust for Faire attendees 

Helpful Resources 

Washington State Cottage Food Regulations 
 Washington State Department of Agriculture: 

www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/CottageFood 
 Okanogan County Health Department: (509) 422-7140 

Allowed Cottage Food Products (Examples) 
✓ Baked goods (breads, cookies, cakes, pastries) 

✓ Jams, jellies, preserves, fruit butters 

✓ Dried fruits, herbs, and seasonings 

✓ Candy, fudge, toffee, brittle 

✓ Dry baking mixes, granola, popcorn 

✓ Vinegars  

Note: All products must be shelf-stable and non-potentially hazardous. Review full 
regulations to confirm your products qualify. 

Questions? 
For questions about this grant program, please contact: 
Vendors@okanoganfamilyfaire.net 

Okanogan Family Faire Vision Committee 

Website: www.okanoganfamilyfaire.net 


